
 
Emerge is the Student Ministry of the Gathering.  

Vision :: To be a gathering of students growing toward God.   

Mission :: To inspire students to develop an intimate CONNECTION with Jesus Christ, experience authentic 
COMMUNITY with other believers and demonstrate genuine COMPASSION to a broken world. 

  

..::PARENT CONNECT NEWSLETTER::.. 
 

G’day Parents!  
 

 

 
 

 

Overview 

Weôve all made resolutions and set goals, but too often we fall short of what we expected to accomplish. 

Unfortunately itôs often the same when we try to become the Christian we really believe God has called us to 

be. We fall short of the goal and become increasingly discouraged. In this series, your student will learn that 

following Christ is more about the small steps we make every day, not about the huge leaps of faith that we 

think we need to make. They will set a goal, determine the first step and then make it. The series will end 

with a celebration! 

         

Week One (August 24) 

Following Christ is about steps, not leaps. This week your students will be introduced to the myth: that 

Christianity is all about taking big leaps of faith. They will encounter some of  Scriptureôs most daunting 

verses, and wrestle with what it means to have a life of spiritual growth. Each student will set a goal for 

himself or herself, and the next few weeks they will revisit their goals. 

 

Week Two (August 31) 

The way you get from where you are to where you want to be is one step at a time. This may sound 

ridiculously obvious, but we all forget it. We want to go to the gym one time and look like a model; we want 

to make one smart comment at work and be promoted right to the top. But we know deep down that isnôt 

the way things work. The good news is that in our spiritual development, God has not left us alone to work 

out the mess. He has sent His Spirit to guide us. This week, students will look at the power of the Holy Spirit 

to guide their paths, and they will make a plan for beginning to take the first step toward their goals. 

 

Week Three (September 7) 

Celebrate the steps you take in your relationship with God, and celebrate the steps others take as well. Itôs 

all about celebration, not the cheap kind of celebration that comes from making a big deal out of nothing, 

but the real party that comes naturally when we know that we have made even the slightest move in the 

right direction. Your students will talk this week about what it looks like to encourage each other and 

celebrate with each other whenever they make progress toward one of their goals.  
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THE HOME XP 

The Home XP is a way to help a parent and student connect through dialog or shared experiences, and a way for 
our ministry to encourage parents as well. 

 

Many of you crave forward motion in your family. You know what you want your children to be. You want 

them to be kind, respectful, responsible, intelligent, creative individuals. You want them to be able to 

succeed when they grow up and leave your home. But sometimes you look at them and you think that it 

may never happen.  

 

This month, think about helping your student make one step. Think of one new thing that you would love for 

your child to do. Maybe itôs to improve his or her science grade, learn how to do laundry, cook a meal or 

change the oil in the car. Once you have decided on one goal for your child, communicate your desire to 

teach this skill and let your child know why it is important to learn it. Then spend time during the month 

helping teach your child how to accomplish the goal.  

 

If you want your student to improve his or her science grade, sit with him and study flash cards. If you want 

them to know how to do laundry, do a load or two together until he or she gets the hang of it. By 

communicating to your child why you want him or her to know or do a certain thing, you communicate 

respect. By spending time helping them learn, you are letting him or her know of their importance to you. 

You will also alleviate your childôs fear of disappointing you if they get it wrong.  

 

The most important thing that fuels forward motion is celebration. Make sure that you celebrate your childôs 

step! Tell him or her that you are proud of them for working so hard or for learning something new. When 

your child knows that they can make you proud, they will be much more motivated to continue working on 

their new goal. 

 

Parentsé we would love to hear your success stories. If you have something to share that you feel may be 

an encouragement for all, please feel comfortable sharing your story. Send us your stories here.  

 

 

JAKEôS TOP SEVEN THINGS ALL PARENTS SHOULD KNOW 

SMALL GROUPS: Small group season kicks off on September 3! Wednesday nights, 6:30 ï 8:30 PM, 

middle school students meet at the Ebersoleôs (2894 Station House Way, Waynesville, OH) and high school 

students meet at the Boltonôs (2901 Station House Way, Waynesville, OH). Sign ups begin August 24!  

 

MOVE UP SUNDAY: August 24, all fifth graders becoming sixth graders in the fall are invited to move up 

to Emerge! Donôt miss out ï weôre going to play some wild and crazy games! We meet at 10:45 AM. See you 

there!  

 

POOL PARTY: Pool party at the Jacksons is Wednesday, August 27, from 6:00 - 8:30 PM. Tell your student 

to grab their bathing suit and their friends! Cost is $3. Dinner provided. Rain date is Sunday, August 31. 

Click here for directions. 

 

FALL CALENDAR: The Fall Calendar is now online! Click here to download the calendar to learn more about 

important upcoming events. 

 

VALUE INPUT: I know you are swamped, but I would love for you to share any input you have with our 

student ministry staff. I want to hear family success stories and how we can better serve your family. 

Anything you put in writing can be shared with our volunteer staff and become an on-going encouragement. 

Weôd really like to hear from you! 

 

EMERGE WEBSITE: Log on to www.emergenow.org. We have a section just for parents to help you 

stay connected.  
 

MEMORIZED IT YET? Emerge exists to inspire students to develop an intimate CONNECTION with Jesus 

Christ, experience authentic COMMUNITY with other believers and demonstrate genuine COMPASSION to a 

broken world. 
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Thank you for giving us the opportunity to partner with you as we help your family grow towards God! 
  
Jake Daniel 

Next Generation Pastor, the Gathering 

10501 Success Lane 

Centerville, OH 45458 

(937) 886-0737 

www.emergenow.org 

 

If you wish to stop receiving emails from us, simply click here to send an email expressing your desire to be 

instantly removed. 
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